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Sex/ᑭᓲᓂᖓ/kisuuninga 

ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᕐᒥᑦ ᐅᒻᒪᔪᐃᑦ ᐊᓂᖅᓴᕐᑐᓕᒪᓐᓄᑦ ᓂᕐᔪᑎᐅᒍᓐᓂ ᐅᕝᕙᓪᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᐃᓅᒍᓐᓂ.  ᓱᕐᓗ, 

ᑎᒻᒥᖓᑦ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑐᓂᖓᑦ ᑭᓱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᑐᓕᒫᑦ ᓱᖁᐃᓇᕐᕈᑎᖓ ᐊᕐᓇᖅ ᐅᕝᕙᓪᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᖅ, 

ᐊᓇᕐᓗ, ᐊᖑᓴᓪᓗᒃ.  ᐊᐅᓚᔾᔪᓇᕐᕈᑎᖏᑦ ᑭᓱᖏᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓐᓇᐅᔾᔪᑎᖏᑦ, ᐊᖑᑦᑕᐅᔾᔪᑎᖏᑦ 

ᐊᑐᑎᓖᑦ ᑎᒻᒥᖓᑦᑖᑦ ᐊᐅᓚᓪᓗᓐᓂ ᐊᑐᓱᖏᑦ. 

A term which refers to a set of biological attributes in humans and animals. It is 
primarily associated with physical and physiological features including chromosomes, 
gene expression, hormone levels and function, and reproductive/sexual anatomy. 

Gender/ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑑᓂᖓ /qanuittuunigna 

ᖃᓄᐃᑑᑦᔫᑎᖓᑦ ᑭᓇᑐᐃᓇᖅ ᓱᕐᓗ ᐊᖑᖅ, ᐊᖑᑕᐅᓪᓗᓐᓂ ᐃᓄᓯᖓᓐᓂ, ᐊᕐᓇᖅ, ᐅᕝᕙᓪᓗᓐᓃᑦ 

ᑕᒻᒥᑭᖅᑐᖅ ᐅᕝᕙᓪᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᑕᒻᒪᒌᖏᑦᑐᖅ. ᓂᕆᐅᔾᔪᑕᐅᔪᐃᑦ ᑭᓇᐅᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓄᓯᖓᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

ᐊᓯᔾᔨᕈᓐᓇᕐᑐᖅ ᖃᖓᑐᐃᓇᖅ ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑑᓂᖓᓐᓄᑦ ᑐᕐᕋᖓᔪᐃᑦ  

Gender is an individual and social experience of being a man, a woman, both or 
neither. Social norms, expectations and roles related to gender can shift over time. 

2SLGBTQQIA+/ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑑᖃᑎᒥᑦ ᐊᐃᑉᐸᖃᓲ/taimaittuuqutiminnit aippaqasuut 

ᑕᒻᒪᑮᕐᑐᒋᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᔭᐃᑦ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᖓᔪᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓱᖑᓪᓗᓐᓂ ᑕᒃᑯᓄᖓ 

ᒪᕐᕈᐃᓕᖓᔪᓄᑦ−ᑎᒻᒥᖏᑦ. ᓱᕐᓗ ᖃᐃᕋᔪᖅᑎ, ᖃᐃᕋᔪᒌᑦ, ᒪᓃᓪᓚᑎᒃ. ᐊᖑᑕᐅᖃᑎᒌᑦ, 

ᒪᓃᓕᑕᕇᒃ, ᓯᐱᓂᖅ, ᓯᐱᓂᕐᑐᖅ, ᓯᐱᔪᖅ, ᓯᐱᔪᕕᓂᖅ, ᑕᒻᒪᑮᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᔭᖅ, ᐊᕐᓇᐅᔭᖅ, 

ᐊᓯᖏᓪᓗᓐᓂᑦ ᑭᓐᓇᐅᓂᖓᓐᓄᑦ. ᖃᐅᔨᒪᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᑕᒻᒪᓇ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᖃᓚᑦᑎᓄᑦ 

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᓕᕐᕈᓐᓂ ᐊᕿᒋᐊᖅᑕᐅᒐᔭᕐᒥᔪᖅ ᖃᓄᓕᒫᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖅ ᐊᕿᒋᐊᖏᓐᓇᓱᖑᒻᒪᑖ ᓯᕗᒧᑦ 

ᐃᖏᕋᓂᖓᓐᓄᑦ ᑭᓱᑐᐃᓇᐃᑦ, ᑕᒻᒪᑯᐊ ᐊᕿᒋᐊᕐᑕᐅᕋᑦᑕᓚᖓᕗᐃᑦ ᑕᐃᒍᓰᑦ. 

An acronym for Two-Spirit, lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, questioning, 
intersex, asexual and all other sexual orientations and genders. We know that language 
is fluid and is continuously redefined over time. 
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2SLGBTQQIA+/ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑑᖃᑎᒥᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᐃᑉᐸᕆᔭᖃᓲᑦ/taimaittuuqatiminnit 

aipparijaqasuut 

ᖃᓗᓇᐅᔭᕐᑐᓂᒃ ᓇᐃᓕᒋᐊᕐᑕᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓪᓗᓐᓂ ᑲᓇᑕᐅᑉ ᒐᕙᒪᒃᑯᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᑕᐃᒍᓯᖅ 

ᑐᕋᖓᔪᖅ ᑲᓇᑕᒥᑦᑐᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᓕᖏᓂ.  2s: ᑕᒻᒪᑮᓂᒃ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓕᖓᔪᐃᑦ, ᐊᖑᑕᐅᓕᖓᔪᐃᑦ 

ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓱᖑᓪᓗᓐᓂ ᑕᒃᑯᓄᖓ ᒪᕐᕈᐃᓕᖓᔪᑦ−ᑎᒻᒥᖓᑦ ᑭᓱᔾᔪᑖ 2SLGBTQI+ ᑲᓇᑕᒥᑦ 

ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᓱᖑᓪᓗᓐᓂ ᑕᐃᒻᒪᓇ. L-Lesbian ᓱᕐᓗ ᖃᐃᕋᔪᖅᑎ, ᖃᐃᕋᔪᒌᑦ, G: Gay: 

ᒪᓃᓪᓚᑎᒃ. ᐊᖑᑕᐅᖃᑎᒌᑦ, ᒪᓃᓕᑕᕇᒃ, B: Bi-sexual: ᓯᐱᓂᖅ, ᓯᐱᓂᕐᑐᖅ, ᓯᐱᔪᖅ, 

ᓯᐱᔪᕕᓂᖅ, T: Transgender: ᑕᒻᒪᑮᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᔭᖅ, ᐊᕐᓇᐅᔭᖅ, ᐊᓯᖏᓪᓗᓐᓂᑦ Q: Queer. 

ᑯᐃᐅᓪ, ᑕᒃᒪᑐᓕᒫᑦ ᖃᓗᓇᑎᑐᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᔪᑐᖃᖅ, I: Intersex: ᑭᓐᓇᐅᓂᖓᓐᓄᑦ 

ᑐᕐᕋᖓᔪᒍᓐᓇᕐᑐᐃᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᕐᒥᑎᒍᑦ ᖃᓗᓇᐅᔭᕐᑐᓄᑦ.  Gender identity and gender 

expression: ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓱᖅ ᑭᓇᐅᔾᔪᑎᖓᓐᓄᑦ ᑐᕋᖓᔪᐃᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᔭᐃᔭᓲᖅ 

ᖃᓄᐃᑦᑐᒪᖓᕐᒥᒃ, ᐅᖃᐅᓯᓕᕆᔪᖃᓕᕐᕈᓐᓂ ᐊᕿᒋᐊᕋᔭᕐᑕᖅ ᖃᓄᓕᒫᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖅ 

ᐊᕿᒋᐊᖏᓐᓇᓱᖑᒻᒪᑦ ᓯᕗᒧᑦ ᐃᖏᕋᓂᖓᓐᓄᑦ ᑭᓱᑐᐃᓇᐃᑦ, +: ᑭᓇᑐᐃᓇᖅ ᑕᓐᓇᐅᔾᔪᑖᖓᓐᓂ 

ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑭᓇᐅᔾᔪᑎᖓᓐᓂ ᓄᓇᓕᖕᓂᑦᑐᐃᑦ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᓕᕆᓂᕐᑎᒍᑦ ᑕᒻᒪᑯᐊ 

ᐊᕿᒋᐊᕐᑕᐅᕋᑦᑕᓚᖓᕗᐃᑦ ᑕᐃᒍᓰᑦ. 

It is the acronym used by the Government of Canada to refer to the Canadian 
community. 2S: at the front, recognizes Two-Spirit people as the first 2SLGBTQI+ 
communities; L: Lesbian; G: Gay; B: Bisexual; T: Transgender; Q: Queer; I: Intersex, 
considers sex characteristics beyond sexual orientation, gender identity and gender 
expression; +: is inclusive of people who identify as part of sexual and gender diverse 
communities, who use additional terminologies. 

Agender/ᐊᑯᓐᓂᓱᖅᑐᖅ/akunnisuqtuq 

ᑭᓇᑐᐃᓇᖅ ᐅᖃᕐᕈᓐᓇᕐᑐᖅ ᐊᑯᓐᓂᖅᑐᕐᑐᖅ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᖏᑦᑐᖅ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᖏᑦᑐᖅ, 

ᑭᓇᐅᔾᔪᑎᖃᖏᑦᑐᐃᑦ ᑕᒻᒪᑯᐊ.   

Agender is a term that falls under the umbrella of transgender. This term describes a 
person whose gender identity does not align with the gender binary of male and 
female. Agender people are genderless.  
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Asexual/ᑯᔮᒍᒪᓂᖃᓐᖏᑦᑎᐊᖅᑐᖅ/kujaagumaniqanngittiaqtuq 

ᑭᓇᑐᐃᓇᖅ ᖁᕕᐊᓱᖏᑦᑐᖅ ᓂᓕᐊᕐᕈᒪᖏᑦᑐᖅ ᐊᓯᒥᓂᒃ. ᑕᒃᑯᐊ ᓄᓕᐊᕐᓂᕐᒥᒃ 

ᐃᓱᒪᒍᒻᒪᒋᑦᓯᐊᕐᒪᖏᑦᑐᐃᑦ. ᑭᓯᐊᓂᒎᖅ ᑕᐃᒻᒪᓇᐃᑐᒐᓗᐊᕐᕈᓐᓂᓄᓕᐊᕐᕈᓐᓇᕐᑐᑦ ᓱᓪᓕ.  

An asexual person is someone who may not experience sexual attraction to anyone, or 
has a low or absent interest in sexual activity. Asexual people may still have romantic 
attraction and may be sexually active. 

Bisexual/ᑕᒪᒃᑮᓲᖅ/tamakkiisuuq 

ᐊᑕᐅᓯᐊᖏᑦᑐᑦ ᐃᑉᐱᒋᔭᖏᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓪᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᓄᓕᐊᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᓱᕐᓗ ᐊᖑᑦ, ᐊᓐᓇᖅ, ᐅᕝᕙᓗᓐᓃᑦ 

ᓇᓪᓕᐊᓂᑐᐃᓇᕐᑐᖅ. 

Bisexuality is romantic, emotional or sexual attraction toward more than one gender, or 
one’s own gender and other genders. 

Cisgender/ᑭᓲᓂᕐᒥᓂᒃ ᐊᑐᖅᑑᑦ/kisuunirminik atuqtuut 

ᑭᓇᑐᐃᓇᖅ ᐅᖃᕐᕈᓐᓇᖅᑐᖅ ᑭᓱᒪᖓᕐᒥᑦ ᓱᕐᓗ ᐃᓄᒐᒥ ᐃᓐᓂᐊᕆᔭᐅᖕᒪᑦ ᑭᓱᖑᓚᐅᕐᒪᑦ 

ᑕᓐᓇᐅᖏᓐᓇᕐᓗᓐᓂ ᓱᕐᓗ ᐊᖑᑦ ᐅᕝᕙᓪᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᖅ. ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐃᒻᒥᑯᖓᔪᐃᑦ ᖃᓄᖅ 

ᑭᓱᒪᖓᕐᒥᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᒍᓂ ᐅᕝᕙᓪᓗᓐᓂ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᒍᓂ.  

Individuals who have a gender identity that matches their sex assigned at birth. This is 
independent of sexual orientation. 

Gay/ᒪᓃᓕᕇᒃ/ᐊᖑᑕᐅᖃᑎᒥᓃᓲᖅ/maniliriit/angutauqratiminiisuuq 

ᐊᖑᑕᐅᔭᐅᔪᖅ. ᐊᖑᑕᐅᔭᖅ ᒪᓂᓚᑦᑎᒃ. ᒪᓂᓕᑦᑕᕆᒃ ᑲᑎᖓᔪᒃ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᖃᑎᒌᑦᑑᒃ. ᐊᖑᑏᒃ ᒪᕐᕈᒃ 

ᐱᐅᒋᐅᑎᔫᒃ, ᐱᐅᓴᑐᖅ ᐊᐃᑉᐸᖃᓗᓐᓂ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᖑᑎᒥᒃ.  

Gay is a term that typically refers to a homosexual person or the trait of being 
homosexual. Gay is often used to describe a man who is romantically or sexually 
attracted to only or mostly other men. 
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Genderfluid/ᐊᕐᓇᐃᓕᖓᓂᕐᒥᑦ ᐊᖑᑕᐃᓕᖓᓂᕐᒥᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ 

ᐃᓱᒪᖅᓱᖅᑐᖅ/arnailinnganirmik/angutailinnqanirnmik/isumaqsuqtuq 

ᑭᓇᑭᐊᖅ ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖅ ᐊᓯᒌᓂᕋᖅᑐᖅ ᑭᓱᒪᖓᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᕐᕈᓐᓇᕐᑕᖓᑦ ᑕᓐᓇᐅᓂᖓ, ᓱᕐᓗ 

ᐊᕐᓇᖅ ᐅᕝᕙᓪᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᖑᑦ, ᐊᓯᔨᕐᕈᓐᓇᕐᑕᓂ ᑭᓇᐅᓂᕐᒥᓂ. ᑭᑉᐳᑎᓗᓐᓂᐅᒃ ᖃᖓᑐᐃᓇᖅ 

ᐊᖑᑕᐅᖃᐅᒍᓐᓂ, ᐊᕐᓇᐅᖓᓕᕐᓗᓐᓂ ᓱᕐᓗ. ᑕᐃᒃᑯᐊ ᑕᐃᒻᒪᑦᑐᐃᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᓂᕋᓲᑦ ᐊᒻᒥᓱᓂᕐᓴᐃᑦ 

ᑕᐃᒻᒪᑐᒥᑦᑐᐃᑦ.  ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓪᓚᒃᑯᑦ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᔭᐅᓂᕐᓴᐅᒍᓐᓇᕐᑐᖅ ᖃᖓᑐᐃᓇᖅ.  

A person who does not identify with a single fixed gender or has a fluid or changing 
gender identity. Someone who is genderfluid may feel more feminine at some times, 
and more masculine at other times. 

Heterosexual/ᑕᐃᒪᐃᑦᑑᖃᑎᒋᓐᖏᑕᒥᓂᒃ 

ᐊᐃᑉᐸᖃᓲᖅ/taimaittuuqatiginnigitaminik aippaqasuuq 

ᐊᖑᑦᑕᐅᒍᓐᓂ ᐱᐅᑦᓴᓱᖅ ᐊᕐᓇᒻᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᓐᓇᐅᒍᓐᓂ ᐱᐅᑦᓴᓱᖅ ᐊᖑᒻᒥᑦ.  

ᑕᐃᒻᒪᑐᖃᑎᒌᖏᑦᑕᒻᒥᒃ ᐱᐅᑦᓴᓱᖑᔪᑦ  

A heterosexual is a person who is attracted to the opposite sex. 

Intersex/ᐃᓂᖅᓯᒪᓐᖏᑦᑐᖅ/iniqsimanngittuq 

 ᑭᓇᐅᔾᔪᑎᖓᑦ ᑎᒻᒥᐅᒃ ᑭᓱᔾᔪᑎᖓᑦ, ᐊᕐᓇᐅᔾᔪᑎᖓᑦ ᓱᕐᓗ ᐅᑦᑐᖓᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᔾᔪᑎᖓᑦ 

ᐃᔾᔪᖅ, ᐅᓱᒃ. ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᔾᔨᐅᖏᑦᑐᒥᒃ ᓯᐱᓂᖅᑐᒥᓂᖅ ᓯᐱᓐᓂᕐᕈᓐᓂᓪᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᓇᓪᓕᐊᑐᐃᓇᖅ 

ᐊᓐᓇᐅᔾᔪᑖ ᐅᕝᕙᓪᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᔾᔪᑎᖓᑦ ᐱᕐᕈᑦᓯᐊᖏᑦᑐᕕᓂᖅ. 

Intersex is a socially constructed category that reflects a variation in sex 
characteristics including chromosomes, gonads, or genitals that do not seem to fit into 
typical definitions of male or female. 
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Lesbian/ᑲᐃᕋᔪᒌᒃᑑᒃ/ᐊᕐᓇᐅᖃᑎᒥᓐᓃᒃ ᐊᐃᑉᐸᓖᒃ 

qairajugiikttuuk/arnauqatimminik aipaliik 

ᐊᕐᓇᐅᖃᑎᒥᓐᓂᒃ ᐱᐅᑦᓴᕐᓱᖅ ᐅᕝᕙᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᓄᓕᐊᕐᕈᒪᔪᖅ ᐊᕐᓇᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᐃᓈᕐᓂᒃ 

ᐱᖃᑎᖃᕈᒪᓲᖅ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐊᕐᓇᓂᒃ.  

A woman who experiences romantic or sexual attraction to only or mostly other 
women. 

Neonatal sequential hermaphroditism/ᓯᐱᔪᖅ/sipijuq 

ᓇᔾᔨᐊᖑᓪᓗᓐᓂ ᐱᐊᕋᑦᓴᖅ ᖃᖓᑭᐊᖅ ᑭᓇᐅᔾᔪᑎᖓᑦ ᐊᓐᓇᐅᔾᔪᑎᖓ, ᐅᕝᕙᓪᓗᓐᓃᑦ 

ᐊᖑᑕᐅᔾᔪᑎᖓ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᕐᑐᕕᓃᖅ. ᐱᓪᓗᐊᕐᑐᒥᒃ ᐃᓄᓂᖓᓐᓂᒃ ᑕᓐᓇ ᑭᓇᑭᐊᖅ ᐊᓯᔨᕐᕈᓐᓇᑐᖅ 

ᑎᒻᒥᖓᑦ ᑭᓇᐅᔾᔪᑖ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᕐᓂᕐᕋᖓᑦ, ᑕᐃᒻᒪᓇ ᑐᑭᓕᖕᒥᑦ ᑎᒻᒥᐅᑉ ᑭᓇᐅᔾᔪᑖ ᓯᐱᔪᖅ ᐊᕐᓇᖅ, 

ᐅᕝᕙᓪᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᓯᐱᓃᕐᕈᓐᓂ ᐊᖑᖅ ᑕᒻᒪᓇ ᑎᒻᒥᐅᒃ ᑭᓱᔾᔪᑎᖓᑦ ᓱᕐᓗ ᐊᓐᓇᕐᒥᑦ ᒪᓐᓂᖓᓐᓂᒃ 

(ᐊᕐᓇᐅᔾᔪᑎᖓᑦᑖ) ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᖑᒻᒥᑦ ᖃᑉᐹᖓᓐᓃᒃ (ᐊᖑᑎᐅᑉ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᔾᔪᑖ) ᖃᖓᑐᐃᓇᖅ 

ᑕᐃᒻᒪᐃᒍᓐᓇᕐᑐᖅ ᐃᓄᓯᓕᒪᖓᓐᓂᒃ. 

Occurs when the organism's sex changes at some point in its life. In particular, a 
sequential hermaphrodite produces eggs (female gametes) and sperm (male gametes) 
at different stages in life. 
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Nonbinary/ᐊᕐᓇᐃᓕᖓᓂᕐᒥᑦ ᐊᖑᑕᐃᓕᖓᓂᕐᒥᓪᓘᓐᓃᑦ 

ᐃᓱᒪᖅᓱᖅᑐᖅ/arnailinnganirmik/angutailinnqanirnmik/isumaqsuqtuq 

ᑭᓇᐅᒪᖓᕐᒥᒃ ᑖᓐᓇᐅᒪᖓᑦ ᓇᓗᓕᐅᖃᔪᐃᑦ, ᐊᕐᓇᐅᕚ ᐊᖑᑦᑕᐅᕚ ᐃᒻᒪᓇ, ᑖᐃᒃᑯᐊ ᑭᓇᑭᐊᖅ 

ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖅ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᖏᑦᑐᖅ ᐅᕝᕙᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᖑᑦᑕᐅᖏᑦᑐᖅ. ᑕᐃᒃᑯᐊ ᑭᓇᑭᐊᖅ 

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᕐᕈᓐᓇᕐᑐᖅ ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖅ ᐊᖑᑦᑕᐅᔪᖅ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᕐᓇᐅᔪᖅ ᐅᕝᕙᓪᓗᓐᓃᑦ 

ᐊᒃᑯᓂᖓᓐᓂᑦᑐᖅ, ᐅᕝᕙᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᓯᓚᑕᓂ ᑕᒃᑯᓇᖓ ᐊᓯᖓᑦ. 

A term used to describe individuals who may experience a gender identity that is 
neither binary female nor male or is between or beyond both binary genders. 
Nonbinary is an adjective describing a person who does not identify exclusively as a 
man or a woman. Nonbinary people may identify as being both a man and a woman, 
somewhere in between, or as falling completely outside these categories. 

Pan sexual/ᐱᐅᒋᔭᕐᒥᓂᓱᖅ/piujarmininiqsuuq 

ᐱᐅᒋᔭᕐᒥᓃᓲᖅ ᓄᓕᐊᕐᕈᒪᔪᖅ, ᓲᒃᑯᒪᔪᖅ, ᐃᑉᐱᓂᔪᖅᒃ ᐊᓯᒥᓂᒃ ᑭᓇᐅᒐᓗᐊᕐᕈᓐᓂ, 

ᐃᑦᓯᒍᕇᔭᖃᓲᖅ, ᐱᐅᑦᓴᓱᖅ ᓇᓕᐊᒍᒐᓗᐊᕐᕈᓐᓂ. 

Pansexuality is sexual, romantic, or emotional attraction toward people of any sex or 
gender identity. 

Polyamarous/ᐊᕕᓕᐊᕇᒃ/aviliariit 

ᐊᒻᒥᓱᐊᓗᖕᓂ ᐊᐃᑉᐸᖃᓲᖅ ᐱᖃᑎᖃᕐᕈᓐᓇᕐᑐᖅ ᐱᐅᒋᔭᑐᐃᓇᕐᑕᖓᓐᓂᒃ (ᓄᓕᐊᕐᓂᒃᑯᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ) 

ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᖏᖅᓯᒪᔪᐃᑦ ᑕᐃᒃᑯᐊ ᐱᖃᑎᒋᔭᖏᑦ ᐃᓪᓚᒋᔭᐅᔪᐃᑦ ᑕᐃᒻᒪᓇᐃᑦᑐᒥᒋᐊᑦᓴᖅ 

ᐊᑐᕋᑦᑕᐅᑎᓪᓗᑎᒃ. 

Engaging in multiple romantic (and typically sexual) relationships, with the consent of 
all the people involved. 
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Polysexual/ᓇᓪᓕᐊᓐᓂᑐᐃᓐᓈᓲᖅ/naliannituinnaasuuq 

ᑕᒪᒃᑮᓲᖅ ᓄᓕᐊᕐᓗᓐᓂ ᑕᒻᒪᒃᑮᓐᓂᒃ ᐊᕐᓇᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐊᖑᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪ ᑭᓐᓇᑐᐃᓇᕐᒥᑦ ᓇᒻᒥᓂᖅ 

ᐊᖑᒻᒥᒃ ᐅᕝᕙᓪᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᒥᒃ, ᑕᐃᒻᒪᑐᖃᑎᒥᓐᓂᒃ ᐅᕝᕙᓪᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᐊᓯᖓᓐᓂᒃ 

ᑕᐃᒻᒪᑦᑐᖃᑎᒌᖏᑕᒻᒥᓂᒃ ᓇᓕᐊᓐᓂᑐᐃᓈᖅᑐᖅ. 

A polysexual person is someone who is sexually and/or romantically attracted to 
multiple genders. It is not the same as being bisexual or pansexual, although all of 
these sexualities involve being attracted to more than one gender. 

Queer/ᐊᐃᑉᐸᖃᕐᓂᕐᒧᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᖅᓲᑎᓕᒃ/aippaqarnirmut isumaqsuutilik 

ᑯᐃᐅᕐ−ᒥᑦ Queer, ᖃᓗᓈᑦ ᐅᖃᖅᓱᖑᔪᐃᑦ ᑕᐃᒻᒪᓇ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᔭᐃᑦ, ᐊᕐᓇᐅᔭᐃᑦ ᓱᕐᓗ ᐊᓯᖏᓪᓗ 

ᑭᓱᒪᖓᕐᒥᑦ ᓇᓗᓇᐃᓯᓯᒪᔪᑦ ᓱᕐᓗ ᒪᓃᓕᑕᕇᒃ ᐊᖑᑕᐅᖃᑎᒌᒃ, ᐅᕝᕙᓪᓗᓐᓃᑦ ᖃᐃᕋᔪᐊᕇᒃ, 

ᖃᐃᕋᔪᒌᒃ, ᐅᖃᐅᓯᑐᖃᖅᑎᒋᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᒍᓐᓂ ᐱᑦᓯᐊᖏᑦᑐᕕᓃᑦ ᑕᐃᓯᒋᐊᑦᓴᖅ ᑕᐃᒻᒪᓇ 

ᐊᒻᒥᓲᓄᑦ ᐊᑭᕋᑦᑐᕈᑦᑕᐅᓪᓗᓐᓂ ᐅᐊᑦᓯᐊᕈ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐊᑲᐅᒋᔭᐅᑦᓯᐊᓱᖑᖏᑦᑐᖅ 

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖅ ᑯᐃᐅᕐ Queer. 

Queer is an umbrella term for sexual and gender minorities that are not heterosexual 
or cisgender. It has been reclaimed by the community, but because the word queer 
was originally used pejoratively against those with same-sex desires, not everyone is 
comfortable with the word queer. 

Questioning/ᖃᐅᔨᓇᓱᐊᕐᓂᖅ/qaujinasuarnik 

ᐊᑉᐱᖅᓱᖅᑐᖅ ᑭᓇᐅᒪᖓᕐᒥᒃ ᓱᕐᓗ ᑭᓱᒪᖓᕐᒥᒃ ᑦ ᑭᓱᒪᖓᕐᒥᒃ ᐊᕐᓇᖅ ᐊᖑᑦ ᓇᓪᓕᐊᖑᒻᒪᖓᕐᒥᒃ 

ᓇᓪᓗᓪᓗᓐᓂ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᕿᓂᖅᑐᖅ, ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᐃᓱᒪᓗᑎᖃᖅᑐᖅ ᐃᓄᒋᐊᑦᑐᓄᑦ 

ᑕᐅᑦᑐᑦᑕᐅᓚᖓᓐᓂᕐᒥᓐᓂᒃ ᑭᓱᒪᖓᕐᒥᒃ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ ᑭᓱᑐᐃᓇᕐᒥᑦ ᓇᒻᒥᓃᒃ ᒃ ᐱᔾᔪᑎᖃᖅᓱᓂ. 

The questioning of one’s gender and/or sexuality is a process of exploration by people 
who may be unsure, still exploring, or concerned about applying a social label to 
themselves for various reasons. 
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Transgender/ᐊᕐᓇᐃᓕᖓᔪᖅ/ᐊᖑᑕᐅᓕᖓᔪᖅ/arnailingajuq/angutailinngajuq 

ᑕᐃᒃᑯᐊ ᑐᕌᓐᔅ−ᒥᑦ ᑕᐃᔭᐅᓲᑦ ᖃᓗᓇᑎᑐᑦ ᑭᒃᑯᑐᐃᓇᐃᑦ ᐊᓯᔾᔨᓱᖑᔪᑦ ᓱᓇᐅᒪᖓᕐᒥᑦ 

ᐊᔨᒌᖏᑦᑕᖓᑦ ᑕᐃᑦᓱᒪᓂ ᐃᕐᓂᕆᔭᐅᑎᓪᓗᒍ ᐃᓄᖕᒪᑦ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ, ᐊᓯᔨᓱᖑᔪᑦ ᑕᓐᓇᐅᔾᔪᑖ 

ᖃᖓᑭᐊᖅ ᐅᐊᑦᓯᐊᕐᕈᖑᕐᕈᓐᓂ ᕿᓪᓚᒥᐅᔪᒥᓪᓗᓐᓃᑦ, ᐊᓯᔨᕐᓗᓐᓂᐅᒃ ᑭᓇᐅᓂᖓ ᑕᓐᓇᐅᔾᔪᑖ 

ᓱᕐᓗ ᑭᓱᒪᖓᕐᒥᑦ ᐊᕐᓇᖅ, ᐊᖑᖅ, ᐊᓯᔾᔨᕐᓗᓐᓂ. ᖃᓗᓇᐅᔭᕐᑐᓂ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᓲᖅ ᑐᕋᓐᔅ−ᒥᑦ 

ᓇᐃᓕᒋᐊᕐᓯᒪᔭᐅᓪᓗᓂ ᖃᓗᓇᑎᑐᑦ.  

Transgender is an umbrella term for people whose gender differs from what they were 
assigned at birth. It is sometimes abbreviated to trans. 

Two spirited/ᐊᕐᓇᐃᓕᖓᔪᖅ/ᐊᖑᑕᐃᓕᖓᔪᖅ (ᐊᓪᓚᐃᑦ 

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖓᑦ)/arnailinnigajuq/angutailinngajuq/allait uqrausingat 

ᑕᐃᑯᓄᖓ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑲᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᓄᓇᖓᑦ Turtle Island, ᕿᑭᖅᑕᕐᒥᐅᑕᕐᓄ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᓱᖅ 

ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖅ ᓱᕐᓗ ᐊᕐᓇᐃᓕᖓᔪᖅ/ᐊᖑᑕᐅᓕᖓᔪᖅ. ᑕᐃᒃᑯᐊ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑲᖅᓯᒪᔪᐃᑦ ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑐᐃᑦ 

ᑲᓇᑕᒥᑦ, (ᓄᓇᕐᔪᐊᕐᑎᓐᓂ ᓄᐊᑦ ᐊᒻᒥᐊᓕᑲ−ᒥᑦ North America) ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᐅᓯᔪᐃᑦ 

ᑭᓇᐅᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᑭᒃᑯᓐᓂᖏᓐᓄᑦ ᐃᓱᒪᒋᔭᐅᓪᓗᑎᒃ ᒪᕐᕈᐃᓕᖓᒋᐊᖏᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖃᓲᑦ ᐊᒻᒪᓗ 

ᑭᒃᑯᑐᐃᓇᕐᓄᑦ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᖁᔭᐅᖏᑦᑐᓂᒃ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᖓᑦ, ᑭᓯᐊᓂ ᑕᒃᑯᓄᖓᑐᐊᖅ 

ᓄᓇᖃᖅᑲᖅᓯᒪᔪᓄᑦ ᐅᖃᐅᓯᐅᖁᔭᐅᓯᒪᔪᖅ ᐊᑐᖅᑕᐅᖁᔭᐅᔪᖅ ᑭᓯᐊᓂ.   

Two-Spirit is a modern umbrella term used by some Indigenous people on Turtle Island 
(what is referred to as North American) to describe gender-variant individuals in their 
communities. It is a term that should only be used by Indigenous people. 

 


